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Urbana Seminary’s Mission to the Church

The Past, Present, and Future of American
Christianity

February 23,2026
Dr.Ryan Burge

“The Past, Present, and Future of American Christianity” offers a
wide-angle look at how faith has shaped—and been reshaped
by—the American experience. Across this day of lectures, Ryan
Burge traces the long arc of Christian influence in the United
States, examines the seismic cultural and demographic shifts
transforming churches right now, and highlights the emerging
trends that will define the next several decades. Blending
historical context with fresh data and clear-eyed analysis, this
series gives attendees a grounded, evidence-based understanding

continued on pg 7...

Connected hy Story: Building your Community
through Media

April 27,2026
Dr. Matt Green and Monty Klecker

The heart of ministry is relationship—and the heart of relationship
is story. In Scripture, God uses story to reveal His nature, transform
lives, and unite His people. Today’s digital world gives ministries
more opportunities than ever to share their story with purpose,
creativity, and impact. Urbana Seminary’s inaugural Ministry Forum
will provide you with more than theory—you’ll leave with tools,
strategies, and inspiration to share through story in ways that
engage hearts, grow trust, and invite people deeper into
community.

continued on pg 6...
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Training through Travel

“The Land oi the Inklings”

In September, an intrepid group of students and
friends of Urbana Seminary joined Dr. Melody
Green on a trip to Oxford, Cambridge, London,

and Birmingham, England, to visit the places that

C.S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, and G. K. Chesterton,

and their friends lived and worked.

Besides the many adventures that were scheduled, we received many
unexpected blessings: for example, the moment at the Cheshire Cheese when
Carol realized that the seat she was in had a plaque in honor of Charles Dickens,
because that was his favorite spot in the pub, or when Mark and Eric wandered
off and happened to strike up a conversation with an elderly gentleman who had
taught with Tolkien and still remembered him. Probably the most exciting
unexpected event was when, at C. S. Lewis’s home, we were invited to be the
audience for a recording of actor David Payne’s one-man C S Lewis show.

We hope to do the trip again, and when we do, we would love to have
you join us!

Hegllight of tripe for me?
Faving a book put in frount of me and
GR (Chesterton's copy of Phantastes
by George WacDonald!"

Enic Rauscher




Training through Travel

blical Turkey:

PETER PAUL, & MARY (OH! &JOHN TOO') &
‘March8—20,2026

Did you know that there are so many Bible-related sites in Turkey
that the country is often referred to as the “second Holy

Land”? Urbana Seminary's Training through Travel is delighted to
announce that this March 8-20, 2026, you can join us for a new trip
to see Biblical sites in Turkey—including some we have not been to
before! Like all of our trips to the lands of the Bible, this trip is
designed to deepen your ability to read the Bible better and to hear
from God—in many ways it is a life-changing discipleship trip,
giving you tools for envisioning the world of the Bible and
understanding what God is doing.

Biblical Turkey 2026 will give you a panoramic view of the growth
of the early church in the period of AD 50-100!

e Travel to Antioch to see the city and its harbor—the site where
the Gentiles were first part of the intentional ministry of the
early preachers and evangelists, where Peter came and
preached, where Barnabas and Paul were commissioned for
their 1st Missionary Journey.

e Visit Tarsus to ponder Paul’s origins. As we travel West we will
follow in the footsteps of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Missionary
Journeys of Paul.

e In Ephesus we will consider the amazingly preserved remains
of the city where both Paul and John had extended ministry.
Imagine sitting in the huge theater of Ephesus to consider all
that God did there through his apostles, as well as reconstruct
in our minds the raucous riot that took place right where we
will be sitting (Acts 19)! Did you know that early church
tradition says that John brought Jesus’ mother Mary here after
Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70?

e Turn North and visit the 7 Churches of Revelation. This lets us
go deeper into what these sites and their history can teach us
about what the Book of Revelation is all about. Why did John
write a book like this? You’ll also get the chance to enjoy
Istanbul and the history of the early church, as well as some
unexpected Old Testament connections! So much to see and
so much for each of us to grow in Christ!

Come with us—to Antioch, Seleucia Pieria, Tarsus, Antalya (Attalia
& Perga), Pisidian Antioch, Konya (Iconium), Laodicea/Hierapolis/
Colossae, Miletus, Ephesus, Smyrna, Sardis, Pergamum, Troas,
Istanbul, and so much more!

For further information or to register, contact Dee Hoiem, trip
coordinator, at travel@urbanatheologicalseminary.org.

There is still time to sign up! Reserve your space with an initial
deposit of $200 due by December 31st(we can flex with you if you

need longer). Deposits in by December 31st will help to allow
Tutku Travel to keep the airline rates secure. Full cost of trip

including roundtrip airfare from Chicago is $4,590 per person,
double occupancy. Balance is due February 3, 2026.

Pray for this trip! May God equip us to hear Him speak through
Scripture better! May God bring together each and every person he
wants on this adventure! May the Holy Spirit inspire our hearts in
following Jesus today as we trace His work in the growth of the
early church in those early years!
.
1

Scan here for more information )

& On Saturday,
September 6,
Dr. Cuffey led a
5 group through the
s L ruins of Pompeii
i at this interactive
traveling exhibition at the St. Louis
Science Center. It was a great way
to explore what life was like for
the people who heard the Gospel
from the first apostles and

received the letters of the New
Testament, without the jet lag!




Introducing Our Library Staff and Volunteers

Bill Grubb
| earned a BA in Journalism
at SIU-Carbondale only to
end up working for 12
* years at the School of Law
Library there, get married,
and adopt two daughters. |
earned a Master in Library
and Information Science
- from the University of KY
before moving to West

. - S Virginia where | became
Assistant Director of the library at Salem University in WV
followed by 10 years at Fairmont State University nearby. |
became the Head of Reference and Instruction at the University
of Southern Maine in Portland, ME in 2007 until retirement to
Champaign in 2019. I’'m now surrounded by grandchildren and
happy to be helping UTS refine and upgrade its library part-time.

My favorite book probably never made the best sellers list:
Roger Williams and the Creation of the American Soul: church,
state, and the birth of Liberty by John M. Barry. It presents
Williams as a uniquely modern man fighting for truly Christian
principles amid a time and society churning with Christian
hypocrisy.

Lori FFey
One of our auditors,
Lori’s favorite books
are children’s books
from K through young

Susan HineSIy

Our longest serving
volunteer and an
auditor, Susan
devotes herself to
Scripture reading for adult and adult

BSF but also enjoys an mystery and historical
occasional mystery. reads.

Elizabeth Paulus

Also an auditor. With a
degree in English from
the U of |, Elisabeth’s
favorite book is The
Brothers Karamazov by
Fyodor Dostoevsky, and
she tends to enjoy

Dick Reiter

L With a farm management
family background | earned
B.S. and M.S. degrees from
state universities in
‘horticulture. Required papers
utilized department jopurnals
and books. Within three years
farm oversight changed. |
moved to Chicagoland,
earned the M.Div from TEDS
- ‘ * in 1971 and began working in
Trinity libraries in collection development and reference. |
morphed into a bibliophile.

The head of the Committee to Assist Ministry Education Overseas
connected me with the ECWA theological school in Jos, Nigeria.
Their leaders selected 7,000 volumes from my inventory sheets
which SIMS and Wycliffe helped to ship via containers to Nigeria. |
kept a book by my favorite author F.F. Bruce. When Trinity
reduced library staff | began working in financial services,

married Linda, bought a large house in Oak Park where we rented
to International students, and years later earned a M.L.1.S. from
Dominican University in River Forest, IL. In 2021 we moved to
Urbana in where we live close to our daughter and recently found
my way to the Urbana Seminary Library!

We are
tremendously
grateful for all of our
library volunteers
including student
workers like Brooke
Nicol (M.A.R.),
auditors, and
community
members. If you
would be interested
in volunteering,
please contact Bill
Grubb at
wgrubb@urbanathe
ologicalseminary.org

Jackon'Bedenbaugh

Our newest volunteer
and U of | freshman in
Library Science,
Jackson’s favorite
writer is Ludwig
Wittgenstein.

literary fiction and
young adult fiction.

Thank you Seth Kerlin!
We can’t introduce our new library staff without giving a sincere and heartfelt “thank you” to Seth who has spent innumerable hours and
tons of energy whipping our library into shape the past four years as Library Director. May God richly bless you as you continue to

shepherd your church and family.

2025 Summer Reading Program for Grown-Ups

A special shout out to Nathan who suggested we have
a reading program for adults! We had approximately
110 people participate, and fifteen completed reading
ten books from the listed catagories. Those that were
able to attend locally received a pizza party! Looking
forward to next year!



BIBLICAL STUDIES
Hermeneutics—Dr. Kenneth Cuffey

The Story of God’s Word—Dr. Kenneth Cuffey
CHRISTIAN HISTORY & THOUGHT

History of World Christianity II: Dr. Joseph Thomas
Theology II—Dr. Todd Daly

Apologetics—Dr. Todd Daly

Rethinking Narnia: The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis—
Dr. Melody Green

The Novels of Charles Williams—Dr. Melody Green
PRACTICAL MINISTRY
Ministry and Evangelism in Cultural Context—Dr. Pearce Durst

THE STORY EXPERIENCE

The Story of God’s Word—Dr. Kenneth Cuffey
Register here!

For more information or to register, please C
visit us at urbanatheologicalseminary.org or
use the QR code to the right.

What is the Story Experience?

Want to dive deeper into God’s word and learn how your story fits
into God’s narrative? Want to be more prepared to serve in your
church or small group? This certificate is for you! During these series
of six 2 credit-hour classes, you’ll gain foundational skills and
knowledge to equip you for the mission field, lay leadership, and
personal growth. Discover the different stories that God has been
telling for centuries and find out how you can enter into His story no
matter who you are or where you are headed.

Story Experience Certificale: Complete all six courses.

Certificate of Ministry: Completion of a select four of the Story
Experience courses which are aimed at assisting lay people in their
ministry to the local church or campus.

URBANA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Want to find a Seminary public lecture you missed? Subscribe
to Urbana Seminary's YouTube channel by
visiting youtube.com/@urbanaseminary7804

Our channel is a space for sharing talks from past events.
Whether you missed the talks from this year's Taste of
Seminary, our Spiritual Life Forum, All Campus Worship, or
any other speaking events hosted by Urbana Seminary, we
encourage you to visit our YouTube channel and subscribe.

When you subscribe and get notifications, you will be alerted
when we post new content from our Seminary events. Check
it out today!

Support your favorite Seminary with swag from the

@== (O REDBUBBLE store! (B

https://www.redbubble.com/people/ .ﬁ"“.!‘dh
amy  UrbanaSeminary/shop?asc=u Dt o



https://www.redbubble.com/people/UrbanaSeminary/shop?asc=u
https://www.redbubble.com/people/UrbanaSeminary/shop?asc=u

Engaging Students Creatively

Homework for Dr. Daly’s Theology and Contemporary Culture
included a Poetry exercise on the following topics:

1) A verse of scripture or a theological theme

2) An observation of anything that occurs in the course of
your daily life (i.e. something mundane, like brewing coffee,
eating, what you observe in your house, or nature, or on the
drive to work)

3) A description of one’s own inner landscape (i.e. one’s
thoughts and feelings) Here’s just a few from our students.
Enjoy!

o
v

Ode to Beauty (J.D. Norcross)

“Does not the ear taste words like tongues do food?”
Job asked his friends, and I had to agree.

The poem’s words, so wonderf’ly construed,

Had pow’rfly cast a tasty spell on me.

But wait, I thought, where could the beauty lie,
In words that only sprang from time and chance?
My faith in Darwin did my joy decry

Since rhymes survival value don’t enhance!

But is there something Darwin may have missed
That counts for beauty I see all around?
Peak fitness is NOT why all things exist
But that their Maker might be sought and found.

Indeed, there is a Source so I'll delight
In beauty and the One who gave me sight.

o
v

Who Am I? (Debbie Morgan)

Who am I?

Am I defined by my job?

Am I just “Mom”

because my children call me that?

Am I defined by my husband

because he calls me “Wife”?

Am I just a daughter

because of the parents who gave me life?

Who am I?

Am I a Christian

just because I say I am?
God,

You created me.

But for what purpose?
You asked Job,

“Who are you to question Me?”
But I still ask You, Lord,
Why am I here?

What my purpose is?

Who am I?

I am unique.

I am special.

I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

You knit me together in the womb.
You touched me.

I am a child of the Highest God.
I was born to praise You.

I grew up to know You,
to worship You,
to trust You.

I am the woman who lifts up Your name.
The mother who praises You.

The wife who prays to You.

A woman of faith,

a woman of strength.

I am a strong woman of God.

Who Am I?

I am the woman
who will always
be Your child.

My Inner Life (Samuel Farrugia)

“to be exceptional, one must be the exception”

To raise one’s fellows, one must transgress the laws

that bestow the illusion that chaos can be controlled

The guardians of order patrol every nook and cranny of our
society

We may be going under, but we shall sink with every I dotted
and each T crossed

Though modernity failed, managers remain, stupidly chasing
the wind with a net

What mesh would be fine enough to capture reality?

Alas, God is free and wishes his world to be

Such a place as where good things can run wild

Laughing at the sheer goodness of gifts given

Who will show us that the door to our cell stands open?

Who will remind us that life is beautiful,

though lived under the sun and within reach of shadows?
Who will risk being thought quite queer.

By those who are deaf to the music of the spheres?

...Ministry Forum continued from pg 1

LA Dr. Matt Green is a seasoned Web & Software

’ Development instructor and program lead at
Waukesha County Technical College. He holds a
Doctorate in Contextualized Ministry from
Northwind Theological Seminary, where his
studies focused on education, global digital
ministry and the intersection of Al and faith.

Montie Klecker is the Director of Student

| Ministries at Meadowbrook Church in
Wauwatosa, WI, and a Master of Divinity
graduate from Duke Divinity School with a focus
on Theology and the Arts. He previously worked
as a creative director specializing in church
videography, designing their online presence and
crafting videos to point people back toward the
Gospel messages from the Church’s sermons.

Location TBA
9:00 AM—4:00 PM
Cost $40 per person lunch included

Py P

For more information. provisions edke pastors




< Pascal Study Center

Weekly Rhythms at Pascal Study Center
Dr. Emily Wenneborg

What if you could start your week, not
with a rush of meetings and to-do items,
but with a pause for rest and refreshment
for both body and soul? What if you could | {
end your week, not with an exhausted 3
crash or a wild release, but with
thoughtful conversation among a diverse
group of believers? At Pascal Study
Center, University of Illinois students are
invited into just such weekly rhythms.

We begin the week on Mondays
with Communal Reading of

{ 7 Scripture, offering free pizza, Bible
1 nﬂ : reading, and quiet reflection to all
= who come. Since August, we have
read through the Book of Acts and the Epistle to the Romans. We
end the week on Fridays with Director’s Office Hours, where
students discuss a wide range of topics while enjoying tasty snacks.
The group of students who have come together this semester
represent Evangelical, Wesleyan Holiness, Reformed, and Catholic
backgrounds, and | have been deeply impressed to see the way
they have approached these theological differences with curiosity
and respect.

7 The weekly rhythms
of Pascal Study Center
are intended to
complement and

s God

‘about.. extend students’
mewod? . existing habits of
sbbies? | | Sunday WOrShip and

PA?
fendships?

~ midweek fellowship,
2y providing additional
opportunities for
reflection,
conversation, and
KN growth. Would you
pray W|th me that through these weekly rhythms, Pascal Study
Center will become known at the University of Illinois as a place of
friendship, curiosity, and rest?

motions?

Pray for Urbana Seminary

Would you pray for us? Pray now, or even better, put this list where
you’ll see it (tape it to a mirror, on your refrigerator, in your Bible,
etc.) as a reminder to intercede regularly with our Lord for this
ministry.

Praise:

® For God’s gift of each student this semester.
® For the increase in people applying for degree programs.

® For those who faithfully continue to pray for and financially
give to the Seminary.

Pray:
e  For our current students, as well as new students God will have
join our classes this coming Spring Semester and Summer

Session. For us to keep connecting with future students and
reaching out in ways that connect with their felt needs.

e  For the work of the Holy Spirit in each class and the
interactions.

e  For a broadening of our base of support in prayer and financial
giving.

e Foran excellent year end giving and increase of monthly
supporters.

e For the ministry of the Pascal Study Center at the University of
Illinois.

e For upcoming ministries to church leaders (Preaching Forum,
Ministry Forum) and to laypeople (Biblical Turkey trip, Faculty
speaking engagements, the Certificate of Lay Ministry).

e  For God’s Holy Spirit to guide us as we refine and create
curriculum that will serve believers and the church of
tomorrow well.

Other ways YOU can help the Seminary fulfill its mission.

Here’s some tangible ways you can share in our mission to equip
God’s people to love, know, and serve God better:

e  Make a commitment to give to the Seminary on a regular
basis. Join our circle of financial supporters and give on a
monthly or quarterly basis.

e  Give the gift of knowledge by paying for a friend, relative, or
church member to take a seminary class.

We deeply appreciate all of you who support the Seminary. May
God bless you this Christmas Season!

...Preaching Forum continued

of where American Christianity has been—and where it’s headed.
Session titles include: The American Religious Landscape over the

Last Fifty Years, Your Church is Probably Not Growing—And That's
Okay, and What We Can Learn from the Fastest Growing Churches
in America.

Dr. Ryan Burge is a Professor of Practice at the John
C. Danforth Center on Religion and Politics at
Washington University in St. Louis and a leading
voice on the intersection of faith and public life. A
political scientist and renowned data analyst, his
research provides critical insights into the impact of
religion on American society, earning him features in The New York
Times, The Wall Street Journal, POLITICO, and on 60 Minutes. He
also authors the widely read "Graphs about Religion" newsletter,
where he translates complex data for tens of thousands of

subscribers, making him a distinguished guide through the
country's changing religious landscape.

Dr. Burge is the author of five significant books, including The
Nones, The Great Dechurching, and The American Religious
Landscape, which explore seismic shifts in church attendance and
religious identity. Combining his academic expertise with over
twenty years of experience as a pastor in the American Baptist
Church, he brings a rare, dual perspective to the study of religious
demography and polarization. His work, including his book The
Vanishing Church (2026), offers essential analysis for understanding
the challenges facing faith communities and democracy today.

9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Cost $40 per person lunch included

For more information.



Ken Cuffey Todd Daly
July 6 Psalm 2 Audiofeed Festival, Urbana, IL "Searching for Sleep: Sleep Hygiene as a Biomedical and Theological
Panel Audiofeed Festival, Urbana, IL Problem," Dignitas 32 (Spring/Summer 2025): 16-23.

Sept6  Tour: Pompeii Exhibit, St Louis Science Center, St Louis, MO Emily Wenneborg
“Decoding Toddlerese and Theology.” Front Porch Republic, September

4, 2025. https://www.frontporchrepublic.com/2025/09/decoding-
toddlerese-and-theology/

Oct 5 Seminar: Ancient Corinth & Modern Culture, Valley Church,
West Des Moines, 1A

Oct 10 “Ask Anything about the Bible,” Graduate Christian

Fellowship, Urbana, IL “Leisure and Infinite Games.” Front Porch Republic, November 18,

2025. https://www.frontporchrepublic.com/2025/11/leisure-and-

Nov10  The Gospel of Matthew, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship infinite-games/

Regional Staff Training, Urbana, IL
Nov 21-24 Institute for Biblical Research
Society of Biblical Literature, Annual Meetings, Boston, MA

Todd Daly
Sept 10-Oct 5 The Afterparty Discussion Leader, Salt & Light,

Urbana, IL

Nov. 16  "Words and Wisdom When Walls Come Crashing Down,"
Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal Church, Champaign, IL

Nov. 18  "Forget the Apocalypse: How Al Is Already Destroying
Humanity," Taste of Seminary, Champaign, IL

Pearce Durst
Aug 13 Writing Retreat hosted by Urbana Seminary, Urbana
Theological Seminary, Champaign, IL

Sept 14  "Soul Salvation: More Than Skin Deep (Luke 17:11 -19),”
Cornerstone Fellowship, Urbana, IL

Nov 2 "The Great Exchange: From ldolatry to Christ," Cornerstone
Fellowship, Urbana, IL

Nov 5 Devotional on Romans 1:20-25 ECU Campus Ministers
Lunch, Champaign, IL

Nov 11 “Al, Writing, and Integrity,” Taste of Seminary, Champaign, IL

Melody Green
Aug 16 "Norse Myth in That Hideous Strength" Inkling Folk
Fellowship, Zoom.

Sept 16-27 Inklings Tour, Oxford, Cambridge, Birmingham, London,
England

Nov 4 "That Hideous Strength at 80" Taste of Seminary,
Champaign, IL

Nov 19 “From ‘Once Upon a Time’ to ‘The End”:
What Makes a Work?” Training for
middle school students co-led with Dr.

Karen Coats, Lasi, Romania ~

péarce Durst ¢ 4
Professor of Christianityand Culture,

§

Nov 20 "Revisiting the Shadowlands: Multiple
Retellings of an Unconventional Love
Story" C.S. Lewis International
Interdisciplinary Conference, lasi,
Romania

Emily Wenneborg
Oct 28 “More than Screens: Blaise Pascal on Boredom,” Urbana
Theological Seminary Taste of Seminary series, Champaign, IL



https://www.frontporchrepublic.com/2025/11/leisure-and-infinite-games/
https://www.frontporchrepublic.com/2025/11/leisure-and-infinite-games/

